
The distinct history found in New Bern, NC is just one part of the draw of this charming riverfront town. Since 
colonial settlers first claimed it as the capital of North Carolina over 300 years ago, visitors continue to find that its 
central location along the coast and its natural beauty make it an unforgettable destination. 

Today, quaint shops and boutiques, cozy restaurants, and lively entertainment frame downtown streets. Two beautiful 
rivers meet at the heart of downtown, leaving picturesque views etched in the mind. Tryon Palace and its spectacular 
gardens harken back to New Bern’s beginnings, while historic homes showcase its growth and resilience through the 
Revolutionary and Civil Wars. New Bern is just a short drive from such landmarks as MCAS Cherry Point, the 157,000 
acre Croatan National Forest, and the Atlantic Ocean, making it an ideal getaway location for sun seekers, history buffs, 
and everyone in between.

The stately Tryon Palace was the first permanent capitol of North Carolina and home to the Royal 
Governor, William Tryon. Known as the grandest public building in the colonies, the Palace was 
destroyed by fire in 1798. This Georgian-style structure was restored and reopened in 1959 and it 
now serves as a testament to history, community, and rebirth.

Located on the Palace grounds, the North Carolina History Center transports you through time —
starting from the state’s humble beginnings. Touring exhibitions, hosted lectures, and interactive 
activities keep this museum experience fresh. Plus, the center is one of the state’s “greenest” 
buildings thanks to permeable surface parking areas, restored wetlands, and more. It’s all to ensure 
commitment to the stewardship of this historic site.

Fans of the best-selling author Nicholas Sparks will recognize New Bern as one of the main backdrops 
in several of his books. Fifteen distinct New Bern landmarks were made famous due to the fact that the 
town is as important as the characters in a number of his novels.

Beyond the fact that New Bern is a beloved setting in his books, Sparks also calls this community 
home. A former track star at the University of Notre Dame, Sparks has actively coached track and 
field athletes at New Bern High School, as well as donated money toward laying a new track at the 
school. He also founded The Epiphany School of Global Studies in New Bern, a college-prep school 
that places an emphasis on faith, travel, and life-long learning experiences. The Nicholas Sparks 
Foundation, based in New Bern, is a nonprofit organization committed to improving cultural and 
international understanding through global education experiences for students of all ages.

TRYON PALACE AND THE NC HISTORY CENTER - North Carolina’s history begins here

NICHOLAS SPARKS - New Bern “Sparks” inspiration



It was in 1898 on the corner of Middle and Pollock Streets in downtown New Bern that Caleb 
David Bradham invented “Brad’s Drink.” This blend of carbonated water, sugar, pepsin, kola nut 
extract, vanilla, and “rare oils” eventually became an iconic name now recognized worldwide: 
Pepsi-Cola. 

The Birthplace of Pepsi features a recreated soda fountain where visitors can relax, enjoy a 
refreshing Pepsi, purchase a souvenir, and enjoy the nostalgia surrounding the history of this 
beverage and its creator.

New Bern celebrated its 300th anniversary in 2010. Its long history is filled with tales of pirates, wars, 
presidents, and so much more. Still today, New Bern continues to be a cultural hub for the coast and 
all of North Carolina.

Explore the waters where the notorious pirate Blackbeard once sailed. Discover the setting where 
President George Washington dined and danced. Learn the stories that helped America earn its 
independence. See first-hand the role New Bern had in shaping history in the South during the 
turbulent Civil War era. Uncover the vast architectural history of New Bern — beautiful Georgian and 
bungalow homes, Federal-style buildings, Greek revival homes, and Victorian mansions — all which 
help tell the rich history that has made New Bern into the unique community it is today.

Downtown New Bern is unforgettable. At its edge is the breathtaking setting where the Neuse and 
Trent Rivers converge. Paths along the riverfront make a bike ride or jog an experience unlike any 
other. New Bern’s history comes to life with downtown trolley tours, which tell the story of the town’s 
war-ridden past, architectural beauty, and Southern charm.

New Bern’s downtown area is also filled with charming restaurants and cafes, art galleries, antique 
stores, one-of-a-kind shops, and boutiques. Guests will enjoy a variety of places to stay — from 
quaint bed and breakfast inns to hotels that offer sunrise vistas and waterfront dining. When you’re 
downtown, it’s all within walking distance from everything you need to unwind.

BIRTHPLACE OF PEPSI - The sweet taste of yesteryear

NEW BERN’S HISTORY - Three centuries of historic distinction

RELAXING DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT GETAWAY - An escape from it all

Come explore the tradition, the culture, and the distinct flavor 
that is unique to New Bern and Eastern North Carolina.

CONTACT:
New Bern-Craven County Convention & Visitor Center
(800) 437-5767
marketingdirector@visitnewbern.com  |  VisitNewBern.com

ANNUAL EVENTS
• Downtown ArtWalk and ARTcrawl

(every other month beginning in January)
• New Bern Antique Show & Sale (February)
• NC Beer Month / New Bern Beer Weekend (April 4 & 5)
• Spring Historic Homes & Gardens Tour (April)
• MCAS Cherry Point Air Show (May)
• Bernaroo Music & Arts Festival (June)

• Bern Beach Music Blast ( July)
• Bike MS: Historic New Bern Ride (September) 
• MUMFest and Ghostwalk (October)
• Tryon Palace Civil War Weekend (November)
• Coastal Carolina Christmas Flotilla (December)
• Tryon Palace Christmas Celebration (December)
• NC Symphony Performances (Quarterly)

TOUR OPTIONS
• Tugboat Cruise

• Scenic River Cruise

• Trolley

• Sailing Excursion

• Paddle Board Tours

• Kayak Tours

• 1929 Ford Model A

• Self-Guided Walking
Tours


