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its share of firsts in the state, including the first 

state capital (Tryon Palace,) the first chartered 

fire department, motion picture theater, Roman 

Catholic church and parish, Presbyterian church 

and organization, postal service, printing press, 

public banking institution and bookstore. 

New Bern is also the birthplace of Pepsi-Cola, 

which was invented and first served by local 

pharmacist Caleb Bradham in 1898. New Bern 

resident and author, Nicholas Sparks, used 

our picturesque town as the setting for his 

first novel, The Notebook. The book went on 

to become the country’s first hardcover and 

paperback bestseller for over a year.

From its status as the Colonial Capital of North 

Carolina to its downtown shopping and dining, 

riverfront attractions, lively entertainment and 

outdoor recreation, New Bern is a destination 

bursting with history, culture and beauty. This 

waterfront city in Craven County is home to 

more than 150 sites listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places, a 157,000-acre 

national forest, marinas, museums, nearby golf 

courses and much, much more.

New Bern was founded as a Swiss and German 

settlement in 1710, making it the second oldest 

city in North Carolina. New Bern has enjoyed 

A CLOSER LOOK AT NEW BERN



Today, many of New Bern’s most popular 

attractions celebrate the city’s past. The 

Birthplace of Pepsi welcomes visitors to the 

site of Pepsi-Cola’s creation to learn about its 

history and even enjoy a glass at the recreated 

soda fountain. Regarded as the state’s premier 

historical site, New Bern’s Tryon Palace Historic 

Sites and Gardens and North Carolina History 

Center brings the past to life with its immersive 

encounters, learning adventures, guided tours 

and interactive exhibits. The New Bern Firemen’s 

Museum allows visitors to step back in time to 

the era of horse drawn steam engines and take a 

look at the state’s first chartered fire department.

ATTRACTIONS
& HIGHLIGHTS



TOURS Most people that visit New Bern focus 

on the Historic Downtown area, but there is 

much more to see. Enjoy a sailing charter, ride 

the trolley, or explore one of our many tours. It’s 

all here for you to discover.

RESTAURANTS Foodies, you’re in luck! New 

Bern is one of those special places that offers 

an eclectic variety of food choices and dining 

experiences – from southern delights, to Indian 

cuisine and everything in between.

SHOPPING Scattered among the streets that 

comprise Historic Downtown New Bern, you’ll 

discover specialty shops, boutiques, art galleries 

and more. There is also exceptional shopping 

outside the historic district, so prepare yourself 

for a great experience!

ENTERTAINMENT & NIGHTLIFE Culture 

is thriving in New Bern, where art, theater, 

music, and more are found in various locations 

throughout the town. Enjoy art galleries, theater 

troupes, and take advantage of countless 

opportunities to hear local music of all kinds. 

OUTDOOR New Bern is a waterfront 

destination filled with opportunities to get 

outside and enjoy a variety of activities. Go for 

a hike in the Croatan National Forest, go paddle 

boarding on the Trent River or take in a round 

of golf – we’re sure you’ll find a great way to 

enhance your stay.

LOOKING FOR FUN?
YOU JUST FOUND IT



NEW BERN

THE PERFECT CLIMATE New Bern boasts 

an enjoyable year-round climate, complete with 

mild spring, fall and winter seasons, infrequent 

snow and hot summers with frequent afternoon 

thunderstorms. New Bern’s annual temperature 

averages a high of 72°F and a low of 52°F. Its 

warmest month is July, with an average high 

of 88°F and an average low of 71°, while its 

coldest month is January, with an average high of 

54° and an average low of 34°. Spring and Fall 

months average in the mid 70’s to low 50’s. New 

Bern experiences an average 55 inches of rainfall, 

with most occurring July through September.

TRANSPORTATION IS A BREEZE 

Conveniently located in New Bern, just one block 

off of the major thoroughfare of U.S. Highway 70

and less than three miles from the New Bern 

Riverfront Convention Center, Coastal Carolina 

Regional Airport serves North Carolina’s Crystal 

Coast region with up to 10 flights daily. Coastal 

Carolina Regional flies passengers to East Coast 

hubs that connect to more than 300 destinations 

worldwide. Airport amenities include an on-site 

deli, free Wi-Fi service, rental car service, short-

term parking not to exceed $10 per day and 

long-term parking not to exceed $6 per day.

AIRLINE CARRIERS SERVING COASTAL 
CAROLINA REGIONAL AIRPORT:

•  Delta Connection

•  American Airlines

NEW BERN TRANSPORTATION, 
MAPS & CLIMATE



• The Swiss and German settlement of New Bern 

was named in honor of the founder’s home, 

Bern, Switzerland. When Bern, Switzerland was 

founded, it was named by a group of hunters. 

They named the city for the first animal they 

came upon on their hunting expedition, a bear. 

Bern is the old Germanic word for Bear, and 

the bear became the symbol of the city. It has 

been adopted by New Bern, as well.

• New Bern was the first city in America to 

celebrate George Washington’s birthday. 

Washington visited New Bern and danced at 

Tryon Palace.

• In the 1950’s Elvis and his small band 

performed in New Bern. During his stint here, 

he played at the Sudan Temple for a sold-

out one night show, and ate lunch at the 

drug store on the corner where the Chelsea 

Restaurant is now located.

• Stretching 248 miles, the Neuse River is the 

longest river in North Carolina; at its mouth, it 

is the widest river in America at 6 miles across.

• The four-faced turn-of-the-century Baxter clock 

located on Pollock Street is extremely rare; it 

is one of three Seth Thomas post clocks still in 

use and is now listed on the National Register.

MORE FUN FACTS ABOUT
OUR CHARMING TOWN



Perfectly melding historic charm, natural beauty 

and state-of-the-art facilities and group services, 

New Bern is a coastal North Carolina destination 

positioned for business travel and meetings. 

Known as the state’s first Colonial Capital, New 

Bern is a picturesque riverfront town situated 

along the scenic Trent and Neuse Rivers and 

centrally located along the North Carolina coast. 

With its convenient location and New Bern 

Riverfront Convention Center sitting within 

walking distance of lodging, dining and major 

attractions, New Bern is a first-class convention 

destination for groups of history buffs, outdoor 

recreation lovers and fun seekers.

New Bern’s central coastal location puts 

delegates within easy reach of a number of 

major North Carolina destinations, as it sits 

50 miles from Greenville, 100 miles from 

Wilmington, 120 miles from Raleigh, and 175 

miles from Greensboro. Delegates can reach 

New Bern via Coastal Carolina Regional Airport, 

which is located within the city and just one 

block off of U.S. Highway 70. The airport serves 

North Carolina’s Crystal Coast region and flies 

passengers to East Coast hubs that connect to 

more than 300 destinations worldwide.



Situated in idyllic Historic Downtown New Bern 

with spectacular views of the Neuse and Trent 

Rivers, the New Bern Riverfront Convention Center 

is a state-of-the-art meeting facility bursting with 

Colonial Capital charm. The 45,000-square-foot 

center is connected via a river walkway to 271 

guest rooms and in close proximity to another 

600 rooms, as well as within walking distance to 

a number of shops, restaurants, historic homes, 

gardens and such major attractions as Tryon 

Palace, the Historic Trolley Tour, Birthplace of Pepsi 

and New Bern Firemen’s Museum. Meeting and 

event spaces include the 12,000-square-foot 

Colonial Capital Ballroom, which accommodates 

up to 1,350 delegates; 8,000-square-foot Heritage 

Hall for up to 800 delegates; 1,900-square-foot 

Promenade for up to 100 delegates; 3,740-square-

foot Riverfront Veranda for up to 400 delegates; 

2,030-square-foot Tryon Room for up to 225 

delegates; 1,680-square-foot Berne Room for up 

to 175 delegates; and 450-square-foot Craven 

Boardroom. Meeting amenities include full 

audiovisual services, as well as preferred catering 

and entertainment offerings.

• Convention Center Space (sq ft): 45,000

• Sleeping Rooms Within One Mile of
 Convention Center: 425

• Coastal Carolina Regional Airport

• Number of Meeting Hotels: 9

• Number of Hotel Rooms: 1,818

• Number of Downtown Hotel Rooms: 386

• Committable Sleeping Rooms
 (Single Hotel): 170 

• Number of Special Event Venues: 22

• Number of Restaurants with
 Group Dining Space: 5

• Largest Exhibit Space (sq ft): 8,000

• Largest Ballroom (sq ft): 12,000

• Committable Meeting Rooms
 (Single Hotel): 8 (16,000 sq ft)

NEW BERN KEY
METRO AREA FACTS



Meeting planners have long selected New 

Bern for its convenient facilities, excellent 

accommodations, unique attractions, many 

recreational opportunities, and most importantly, 

our long history of hosting meetings and our 

commitment to service. The New Bern Riverfront 

Convention Center is dedicated to making your 

planning process easy and the best experience 

possible. With a variety of services that are 

offered to you, our dedicated staff is happy to 

help assist you in any planning and coordination 

to make your event run flawlessly.

FLOOR PLANS

ROOM AREA DIMENSIONS 
 (Square Feet)  (Feet)

Theater    Classroom    Reception    Banquet    Daily Rental
Seating Seating Style Seating Rate

Colonial Capital       
Ballroom 12,000 100 x120 1,350 770 1,350 1,000 $3,000
(A, B & C)

Ballroom A 6,000 60x100 650 375 650 500 $1,650

Ballroom B 3,500 58x60 390 220 390 21 $975

Ballroom C 2,500 42x60 280 175 260 150 $850

Tryon Room 
(A & B) 

Tryon Room A 1,100 42x26 140 85 140 90 $400

Tryon Room B 930 42x22 75 55 75 60 $300

Berne Room 1,680 42x40 175 120 175 120 $600

Craven Boardroom 450 19x24                   $250

Heritage Hall 8,000    800  $550

Promenande 1,900    100  $265

Riverfront Veranda 3,740    400 100 $525

Entire Facility 29,800      $5,100

 2,030 42x48 225 145 225 150 $700
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• Flexible Space for Meetings of 
 up to 30,000 sq. ft., 100 Exhibits,   
    & Banquets of up to 1,000 People

• Ballroom Features 12,000 sq. ft.
 of Clear Space

• 8,000 sq. ft. of Prefunction/
 Registration Space

• Easily Accessible Loading Dock

• Complete Electrical Services

• Elegant Executive Boardroom

• Large Waterfront Veranda

• In-House Kitchen Facility

• On-Site Business Center

• Complimentary Parking
• Extensive Audio/Visual Equipment 
 and Capabilities

• Ceiling Heights: 22’ Ballrooms,   
 12’ Meeting Rooms, 18’ Ground-  
 Floor Lobby, 10’ Boardroom,   
 and 14’ Second-Floor Lobby

FEATURES OF 
THE FACILITY



HAVELOCK TOURIST & EVENT CENTER
If you’re looking for a great place to host a business 
or social gathering, look no further than the Havelock 
Tourist and Event Center. Whether you are planning the 
perfect wedding, a family or class reunion, an important 
business meeting, or a tradeshow, our friendly and 
professional staff will assist in making your event one 
to remember. The Event Center offers 7,200 square feet 
of flexible meeting areas, all on one level. Six versatile 
function spaces accommodate groups from 10 to 800. 
With its modern décor, functional space, and excellent 
service, the Havelock Tourist & Event Center is the 
perfect location for an unforgettable gathering. Please call 
(252) 444-4348 for more information, or visit us online.

TRYON PALACE & NORTH CAROLINA  
HISTORY CENTER
Surrounded with distinct elegance, romance, beauty 
and waterfront views, Tryon Palace is the perfect 
backdrop for any event. Tryon Palace, North Carolina’s 
reconstructed 18th century Colonial Capitol, is located 
on 22 acres of gardens and waterfront in Historic 
Downtown New Bern, North Carolina. Whether you’re 
looking for the distinctive architecture and ambiance 
of the Governor’s Palace, the quaintness of a historic 
home, stunning 18th century gardens or a waterfront 
reception at the North Carolina History Center, Tryon 
Palace is the ideal coastal venue for any occasion. 
Please call (252) 639-3500 or (800) 767-1560 for more 
information, or visit us online.

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON  
NEW BERN-RIVERFRONT
The DoubleTree by Hilton New Bern-Riverfront 
Hotel has a full-service conference center that can 
accommodate all types of meetings. It is located just 
steps away from the New Bern Riverfront Convention 

Center. The New Bern Riverfront Hotel features 171 
guest rooms and flexible meeting space for groups 
up to 400. Please call (252) 638-3585 for more 
information, or visit us online. 

BRIDGE POINTE HOTEL & MARINA
The Bridge Pointe Hotel & Marina is host to one of 
New Bern’s premier banquet, meeting, conference, 
and workshop facilities. We can accommodate events 
ranging from eight people to 280, and our spaces are 
equally appropriate for business gatherings and social 
events. Our expertly trained staff will work with you 
and provide personalized assistance to ensure that 
every detail of your programs and events are perfectly 
organized and well executed. Contact us today
and begin planning an unforgettable event at
(877) 283-7713, or visit us online.

COURTYARD MARRIOTT
The new state-of-the-art lobby at Courtyard Riverfront 
New Bern, located in the Downtown Historic District, 
provides greater flexibility and choices for our guests. 
At the center of it all is The Bistro, which overlooks the 
Neuse River, your destination for a great breakfast, 
Starbucks coffee, drinks and dinner during the evening. 
You’ll also enjoy inviting, flexible spaces where you 
can host a meeting or special event. Please call
(252) 636-0022 for more information, or visit us online. 

HAMPTON INN NEW BERN
Let our hotel located in New Bern, North Carolina host 
your small meetings in a big way. Our professional, 
caring staff will make sure that your meeting is 
seamless from booking right through to check-out. 
Our Tryon Room is the perfect meeting space for
your event and we will assist you with your plans, 
from A/V needs to off-site catering. Please call
(252) 637-2111 for more information, or visit us online.

OTHER VENUES



SPRINGHILL SUITES BY MARRIOTT
SpringHill Suites by Marriott is the perfect venue for 
your business meetings, seminars and social gatherings. 
An expansive, vibrant lobby welcomes your guests 
along with our friendly, caring associates. Our meeting 
room is stylishly decorated for a comfortable meeting 
whether for business or pleasure. Conveniently located 
near restaurants, shopping and attractions. Please call 
(252) 637-0017 for more information, or visit us online.

SUDAN TEMPLE
Sudan Shriners established in 1917, and one of New 
Bern’s historic landmarks, is located downtown at the 
corner of Broad and East Front Streets overlooking 
the scenic Neuse River. The Shrine plays an important 
role in New Bern’s Downtown Historical charm as an 
alternative location for business meetings, expos, trade 
shows and other activities. Please call (252) 637-5197 
for more information.

THE FLAME BANQUET CENTER
The Flame Restaurant and Banquet Center offers all 
the banquet services and amenities found in a large 
convention complex, yet in a more relaxed, intimate 
environment. Conveniently located at 2301 Neuse 
Boulevard just a short drive from Historic Downtown 
New Bern. It’s expansive structure boasts 9,600 
square feet of beautiful event space for any occasion 
with seating for up to 300 guests and up to 600 for 
reception-styled events. Please contact us at
(252) 633-1193 for more information, or visit us online.

THE CHELSEA RESTAURANT
Since its construction in 1912, this quaint building 
has been a gathering place for friends and neighbors; 
and it continues to be to this day. The banquet room 
has been updated to suit today’s trend toward more 
casual gatherings. The banquet facilities are unique with 
seating for up to 120 guests and up to 250 for standing 
receptions. You’ll find it to be extremely versatile, as 
well. The room hosts dinner theatre, live entertainment, 
dancing, weddings, receptions, reunions, and all types 
of special events, as well as business or club meetings, 
luncheons, casual or formal dinners. Please call
(252) 637-5469 for more information, or visit us online.

MEADOWS INN BED & BREAKFAST
This historic bed and breakfast offers eight guest rooms 
and two meeting rooms for hosting groups of 6-16 
people for off-site board or committee meetings during a 
large conference. Breakout sessions can also be arranged 
for conferences being held at other meeting sites. 

The Meadows Inn is a private facility and conveniently 
located one block from the New Bern Riverfront 
Convention Center, Historic Downtown New Bern and 
New Bern’s waterfront. Meeting rooms can be offered 
complimentary with lodging or priced for meetings only. 
Please call (252) 634-1776 or (877) 551-1776 for more 
information, or visit us online.

ISAAC TAYLOR GARDEN
The Isaac Taylor Garden at 228 Craven Street, is a Premier 
Event Venue in Historic Downtown New Bern, North 
Carolina. A picturesque, outdoor setting capable of hosting 
as many as 200 guests, this .6-acre estate is tucked aside 
the charming Isaac Taylor House built in 1792. The vista 
begins with a passage through Carolinian ornate wrought 
iron gates into a 1910 brick patio overlooking an Opulent 
Garden with Southern foliage encased by brick walls. 
Provisions include a full catering facility for outside events 
to use and clients have the option of choosing from a list 
of approved caterers. Contact us for more information at 
(252) 626-7673, or visit us online.

STANLY HALL BALLROOM
Located upstairs at 301-B Pollock Street in Historic 
Downtown New Bern, the recently restored Stanly Hall 
Ballroom with its large dance floor, beautiful crystal 
chandeliers and dramatic staircase make it the perfect venue 
for wedding receptions, conferences, banquets, benefits or 
special occasions. The Stanly Hall Building was built in 1874, 
and the second floor was New Bern’s principle dance and 
assembly hall. Restoration was completed in April 2012 
featuring over 3,600 square feet of Heart Pine floor, as 
well as a catering kitchen and open balcony level. For more 
information, call (252) 637-2003, or visit us online.

THE AERIE GUEST HOUSE & CONFERENCE CTR.
The Aerie Guest House & Conference Center is located 
directly across the street from The Aerie Bed & Breakfast 
in the historic Roberts House at 512 Pollock Street. A 
ground floor conference center and common area parlor 
provide the perfect setting for an event, meeting or 
wedding and whether you are simply enjoying a stay 
in one of the private Guest House Suites or reserving 
the entire home for your special event, The Aerie Guest 
House & Conference Center is designed to suit your 
needs. Please call (252) 636-5553 for more information 
or, visit us online.

For more information and a list of group services, 
please contact the New Bern-Craven County 
Convention & Visitors Center, or visit us at
www.VisitNewBern.com.



TOP TEN REASONS TO BOOK
YOUR NEXT EVENT IN NEW BERN

1. Downtown is five minutes from the airport.

2.  Park and Walk!

3. Choose space to accommodate
 2 to 1,350 attendees.

4. 300-year-old unique waterfront destination  
 filled with charm.

5. Boating, to golfing and everything in
 between, outdoor activities abound! 

6. Shop till you drop!

7.. We are your planning partner.

8. Host a waterfront event on the veranda at  
 the Convention Center.

9.  State-of-the-art facility with all the latest  
 technology.

10. We make it easy and a great experience for  
 everyone involved!

What are you waiting for? You know New Bern is 
the perfect destination for your next conference, 
meeting, or special event. Contact us today at
(252) 637-1551 and take advantage of our Meeting 
Planners Promo Package or to request a proposal.

WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR?
PLAN YOUR NEXT
EVENT WITH US

MEETING PLANNERS 
PROMO PACKAGE

• 4 Complimentary Hotel Room Nights
 at Host Hotel
• Up to 3 VIP Hotel Room Upgrades
• Complimentary Audio-Visual Package
• Complimentary Welcome Table Check In  
 at Host Hotel
• Complimentary Pepsi Break
• 2 Days Minimum

 Restrictions apply





New Bern - Craven County Convention & Visitor Center
 203 South Front Street  |  New Bern, NC 28560

252.637.1551 |  VisitNewBern.com


